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Hail Virgin Theotokos full of Grace, for Christ our God, the Sun of 
Righteousness, has dawned from you, granting light to those in darkness. And 
you, O Righteous Elder, rejoice, taking in your arms, the Deliverance of our 
souls, who grants us Resurrection. 
	
(Apolytikion of Presentation of our Lord, February 2, 2026)
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CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF
Reverend Protopresbyter Constantine Simeonidis, Proistamenos

Reverend Father Nicholas Wyborski, Retired    
Pastoral Assistant & Youth Director: Sanda Masic

                                Protopsalti: Mr. Pantelis Xikis        Choir Director: Mrs. Stacey Norton

PARISH COUNCIL
President: Georgios Bakamitsos 	  
Vice President: Flora Milios		                   
Secretary: Christian Chicles
Treasurer: Andy Tringas 
Assistant Treasurer: Andy Gjurich
Members: Maria Haun-Davis, Peter Carellas, Dora Francis, Lisa Bradshaw, Sophia Hatz-Cordoba, John 
Wilkins, Alex Vastardis, Joyce Yarbrough.

PARISH COMMITTEES
Building and Grounds: Dean Bolaris, Mike Pampoukis, Joe Territo, Sophia Cordoba, George El-Gharib
Church Beautification Committee:  Flora Milios, Katerina Papaioanou 
Education,Culture, Youth, and Diakonia Committee:  Maria Haun-Davis  Advisor: Dora Francis  
Members: Jennifer Cokias, Pamela Filutowski, Andy Tringas, Alex Vastardis, Irene Sorich, Venetta Jones
Finance Committee: Ken Davis, Alex Vastardis, Andy Tringas, Andy Gjurich                                                                                
Greek Fest: Sophia Cordoba, Alex Vastardis, John Wilkins, Joyce Yarbrough (Advisor)
Office Administrative Committee: Maria Haun-Davis, Phil Logas, Sophia Cordoba, Joyce Yarbrough
Tables Extraordinaire: Venetta Jones, Flora Milios, Niki Friedman, Anna Patounakis, Desi Pappas, Patty 
Dunlevy, Aarin Fotopoulos                                                         
Stewardship Committee: Peter Carellas, Christian Chicles, Elaine Gillen

PARISH MINISTRIES
Adult Spiritual Enrichment: Oliver Filutowski, Pamela Filutowski, Ken Davis
Asteria Dance Troupe: TBD
Brain Fitness Academy: Christine Rothenberger
Catechetical School:  Maria Haun-Davis, Presbytera Elaine Simeonidis, Irene Sorich
Choir and Youth Choir:  Stacey Norton
Coffee Fellowship: David McMahon
Flower Decorating: Anna Bolaris, Kiki Steckel, Stella Sirks, Luz Xikis
Filarakia Dance Troupe: TBD
Gift Shop and Bookstore: Pam Filutowski, Flo McMahon, Elena Kirastoulis
The Good Samaritan Society: David Brock
GOYA:  Sanda Masic, Effie Hill, Anna Patounakis, Jacqueline Cranias
Hellenic Dance Troupe:  Staci Lagoutaris 
Hellenic Academy Principal: Taso Mitrogogos
HOPE/JOY Advisors: Niki Friedman, Nicole Michalopoulos, Melissa Mendoros, Sophia Kotsonis
Jr. Hellenic Dance Troupe: Venetta Jones, Anastasia Jones, Christos Oakley
Kolyva Making: Elisavet Pampoukis
Little Aegean Dance Troupe: TBD
Little Lambs Parent Playgroup: Alexandra Stratis, Kathleen Safi 
Mission Ministry: Aarin Fotopoulos
Orthodoxy 101: Fr. Constantine Simeonidis
OPA: Zoë Khoury, Kassiani Ramesh
OCF: Anastasia McCloud, George Planakis, Angeliki McDonald, Effie Vlahopoulos
Philoptochos: Anastasia Vallas
Prosphora Bakers: Iman Hilal, Martha Hilal, Pamela Filutowski, Oliver Filutowski, Tara Knecht,
Flora Milios                
Prayer Armada: Melissa Georgiadis, Linda Martin
Senior Outreach: Christine Rothenberger
Society of Wisdom: Mary Mantzaris; Luz Xikis, Lula Vastardis                              
St. John Oratorical Festival:  Niki Tringas
Vacation Bible School: Nicole Michalopoulos, Maria Haun- Davis
Volunteer Ministry: Jenny Logus
Youth Narthex Servers: Jennifer Cokias

AUXILIARY GROUPS
A.H.E.P.A.: Dean Bolaris
Daughters of Penelope: Linda Winchester

FOLLOW US ON:
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This feast, celebrated on February 2, is known 
in the Orthodox Church as The Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple. Another name for the feast 
is The Meeting of our Lord. Roman Catholic and 
Protestant Christians call the feast, The Purification 
of the Holy Virgin. About 450 AD in Jerusalem, 
people began the custom of holding lighted 
candles during the Divine Liturgy of this feast 
day. Therefore, some churches in the West refer 
to this holy day as Candlemas. The Feast of the 
Presentation concludes the observances related 
to the Nativity of Christ, a period that opened on 
November 15 with the beginning of the Nativity 
fast.

The story of the Presentation is told in Luke 2:22-29. 
Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews and observed 
their religious customs. An important custom was 
for the couple to take their first-born son to the 
Temple. The baby was taken to the Temple forty 
days after his birth and was dedicated to God. In 
addition, if the parents were wealthy, they were to 
bring a lamb and a young pigeon or a turtle dove to 
be offered as a sacrifice at the Temple. The custom 
provided that if the parents were poor, they were 
to offer two pigeons or two turtle doves for the 
sacrifice.

Joseph and Mary were not wealthy, so they took 
two turtle doves with them to offer as a sacrifice at 
the Temple.

When Jesus was forty days old, Mary and Joseph 
took Him to the Temple in Jerusalem. They were 
not wealthy, so they took two turtle doves with 
them to offer as a sacrifice at the Temple. As they 
arrived at the Temple, Mary and Joseph were met 
by a very old man named Simeon. He was a holy 
man and was noted as a very intelligent scholar. 
Simeon spent much time studying about the 
prophets of Israel. It was during his studies that he 
learned of the coming of the Messiah. The Jewish 
people were waiting for the Messiah to come and 
deliver Israel from their conquerors. From that time 
on, Simeon spent his time praying for the Messiah 
to come. He spent many years in prayer. Finally, 
while Simeon was praying he heard the voice of 
God. God promised Simeon that he would not die 
until he had seen the Messiah.

When Simeon saw Jesus, he took the baby in his 
arms and blessed the Lord and said:

“Lord, now let Your servant go in peace according 
to Your promise, because my eyes have seen Your 
salvation which you have prepared before the face 
of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles, and the glory to your people Israel.”

Also, in the Temple was Anna the Prophetess. 
She had been a widow for many years. Anna was 
about eighty-four years old and spent her time 
in the Temple worshiping, fasting, and praying. 
When she saw the Christ Child she praised God 
and spoke of him to all who were awaiting the 
Messiah.

After Jesus was presented in the Temple, the family 
returned to Galilee to the town of Nazareth. The 
Bible tells us that Jesus grew and became strong, 
and was filled with wisdom.

The Holy Icon shows that the meeting takes place 
inside the Temple and in front of the altar. The 
altar has a book or a scroll on it and is covered 
by a canopy. The Theotokos stands to the left and 
is holding out her hands in a gesture of offering. 
The one hand of the Theotokos is covered by her 
cloak or as it is known, the maphorion. She has just 
handed her Son to Simeon.

Christ is shown as a child, but He is not in swaddling 
clothes. He is clothed in a small dress and his legs 
are bare. Jesus appears to be giving a blessing. 
Simeon holds Jesus with both hands which are 
covered. This shows the reverence Simeon had for 
the Messiah. Simeon is bare headed and there is 
nothing to show that he is a priest. Some biblical 
scholars say that Simeon was probably a priest of 
the Temple or a Doctor of the Law.

Joseph is behind the Theotokos. He is carrying 
the two turtle doves for the sacrifice. Anna the 
Prophetess is also standing behind the Theotokos 
and is pointing to the Christ child.

The words Simeon spoke when he saw the Christ 
Child are known as “St. Simeon’s Prayer.” This 
prayer is sung daily at the evening Vespers services 
of the Orthodox Church.

In the Orthodox Church, both baby boys and baby 
girls are taken to the Church on the fortieth day 
after their birth. This is done in remembrance of 
the Theotokos and Joseph taking the infant Jesus 
to the Temple.

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
Commemorated on February 2, 2026
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Ministry News & Updates
Please Remember Fr. Constantine will never ask for gift cards or assistance via email or text 
messaging. If you receive a text or email from someone claiming to be Fr. Constantine asking 
for assistance, please call the office and do not respond.
Adult & Youth Catechism: Please note that there is NO Adult Catechism on 2/1. Youth 
Catechism will remain as usual on this day.
Brain Fitness Academy: Brain Fitness Academy has resumed! There is room for more members. 
Volunteers are still needed! For more information, contact Chris Rothenberger: 407-765-1770; 
crothenberger@cfl.rr.com.
GOYA: On February 4th, instead of having a regular Ethos Night, GOYA will meet for a dinner at 
Tables Extraordinaire event. Please consider volunteering. RSVP to Sanda at pa@htgocorlando.
org.
OPA: On 2/16, OPA will gather at the Crooked Can Brewery for a casual social event. For more 
information, contact Sanda at pa@htgocorlando.org.
Orthodoxy 101: Class will NOT meet on 2/3 All are still welcome to join from 2/10 and on! For 
more information, contact Sanda at pa@htgocorlando.org.
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival:  It’s time again for our parish’s annual St. John 
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, where we hear from our Orthodox youth on a variety of 
theological and societal topics. If you are in grades 7-12, please select a topic provided by Mrs. 
Tringas and write a 3–5-minute speech to present after Divine Liturgy on February 8th, 2026. 
Mrs. Tringas will visit Catechism classes in the coming weeks to register students who wish 
to participate. The top two speakers in each division will represent our parish in the North 
Florida Conference Festival on Saturday March 21st at St. Katherine’s Greek Orthodox Church, 
in Melbourne, FL. For more information, contact Niki Tringas at nikitringas@me.com.
Tables Extraordinaire: We’re excited about our upcoming Tables Extraordinaire on 2/4/26-
2/6/26, GALA will be on 2/7/26 and we need your help to make it a success! TE Needs Silent 
Auction Items! - Silent Auction needs your support! Please bring any new/unused items that 
can be used in gift baskets, tickets, vacations, experiences, professional services all do great! 
As we prepare for our upcoming event Tables Extraordinaire, we are reaching out to ask for 
volunteers who may be willing to share their time and talents to help make this event a success!
We are also desperately needing help in all areas, but especially in the evening hours between 
5-9 pm.  Many hands make light work!
Thank you for your continued generosity and for being such a vital part of our parish community. 
Please take a moment and see how you can help by signing up for the church’s second largest 
fundraiser of the year! For more information, contact Anna Patounakis and Niki Friedman at 

The purpose of this 
campaign is to  

ELIMINATE THE 
EXISTING  

MORTGAGE OF 
THE CHURCH.  

Our goal is to 
RAISE 

$1.2 MILLION 
IN THE NEXT 
TWO YEARS.  

All members of the Holy 
Trinity community are 

urged to help the church 
achieve this goal.

COMMITMENT 
CARD FOR 2026

HOLY TRINITY 
GREEK ORTHODOX 

CHURCH

This special campaign 
has one clear goal:  

TO FREE OUR  
BELOVED PARISH 

FROM ITS MORTGAGE 
WITHIN THE NEXT 

TWO YEARS. 

The plan is simple 
yet powerful— 

EACH STEWARD IS 
INVITED TO TAKE 
THEIR CURRENT  

ANNUAL  
STEWARDSHIP 
PLEDGE AND  

DOUBLE IT (“2X”) 
FOR THE NEXT  

TWO YEARS, 
with one portion continuing to 

support our regular stewardship 
needs and the other dedicated  

entirely to eliminating  
the mortgage.



5

Third Annual Holy Trinity
 Community Pre-Lenten Celebration

TSIKNOPEMPTI
 Pre-Lenten Meat Fare

WHEN: Thursday, February 12, 2026
TIME: 6:00 PM

WHERE: Taverna Opa
9101 International Drive
Orlando, FL 32819

$75.00 per person
Includes tip, music, and dancing

Family-style appetizers, meals, and dessert included
Cash bar available

For information:
Jim Sirks
📞📞 407-963-5970

19
JUN

08 A.M

BECOME A VOLUNTEER

NEEDED
VOLUNTEERS
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Are you a registered Youth Worker?
Check your compliance
Login to your Existing Account
Click on ‘My Compliance Report’

Not Registered?
Register as a First-Time Registrant

Background Check (Every 2 years)
Training (Every Year)
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    Come see what’s new in  
    the gift shop

**   Icons, Christmas ornaments, 
Books for adults & children along 
with unique gifts for Christmas.

**    Not sure of the perfect gift?
We now offer Gift Certificates for 
that special someone.

Are you a registered Youth Worker?

Check your compliance
Login to your Existing Account

Not Registered?
Register as a First-Time Registrant

Background Check (Every 2 years)
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Floral Arrangements for Lent & Pascha Services 
The arrangements listed below will be used during Great Lent, Holy Week, Pascha, The Ascension, and Pentecost. You may wish to donate 
towards one of these arrangements, in whole or in part. You may donate towards one of the items listed below OR donate to the 
General Lenten/Pascha Flower Fund.   
Your donation will enable The Philoptochos to decorate His Church during the Lenten Season. Your contribution is needed and greatly 
appreciated to provide all the floral needs during this season. 
 

 FOUR SALUTATIONS TO THE THEOTOKOS AND THE AKATHIS HYMN ON SOLEA (5 Arrangements) $175 EACH   
BANDALY & JANET AVDELLA, ELITE FLORAL & GIFT SHOPPE 

 SUNDAY OF THE HOLY CROSS Daffodils $1000 THE HARBILAS FAMILY  
 ANNUNCIATION ICON IN THE NARTHEX $100 PANTELIS & LUZ XIKIS 
 ANNUNCIATION ICON STANDS ON SOLEA (2) $100 EACH SAM & ANASTASIA VALLAS 
 ANNUNCIATION FLOWERS FOR THE PANAGIA ON THE ICONOSTASION $360 PETER & LISA CARELLAS 
 SATURDAY OF LAZARUS AND PALM SUNDAY MORNING IN THE NARTHEX $100 MARY MANTZARIS 
 SATURDAY OF LAZARUS AND PALM SUNDAY MORNING IN ON SOLEA (2) $100 DAVID & MELANIE BROCK 
 PALM SUNDAY PALM CROSSES $250  
 PALM SUNDAY PALM FRONDS $250    
 PALM SUNDAY FLOWERS FOR CHRIST ICON ON THE ICONOSTASION $360  
 PALM SUNDAY FLOWERS FOR PANAGIA ON THE ICONOSTASION $360  
 BRIDEGROOM (SUNDAY, MONDAY & TUESDAY) SOLEA ICON STANDS (2) $100 EACH KIKI STECKEL & EUGENIA 

NICOLAKIS 
 BRIDEGROOM (SUNDAY, MONDAY & TUESDAY) IN NARTHEX $100 KIKI STECKEL & EUGENIA NICOLAKIS 
 BRIDEGROOM (SUNDAY, MONDAY & TUESDAY) ON SOLEA $200 KIKI STECKEL & EUGENIA NICOLAKIS 
 MYSTICAL SUPPER (WEDNESDAY NIGHT & THURSDAY MORNING) IN NARTHEX $100 TINA & MARIA STOUMBOS                             
  MYSTICAL SUPPER (WEDNESDAY NIGHT & THURSDAY MORNING) SOLEA ICON STANDS (2) $100 EACH       
 CRUCIFIXION (THURSDAY NIGHT, HOLY FRIDAY MORNING & AFTERNOON) IN NARTHEX $100  
 CRUCIFIXION (THURSDAY NIGHT, HOLY FRIDAY MORNING & AFTERNOON) ICON STANDS ON SOLEA (2) $100 EACH    

BILL & LULA VASTARDIS 
 CROSS ON SOLEA (ROSE WREATH ON CHRIST’S HEAD) $275 BESS FRANCISCO 
 HOLY FRIDAY NIGHT FLOWERS FOR THE KOUVOUKLION $2500 GEORGE EFREMIDIS 
 HOLY FRIDAY NIGHT, HOLY SATURDAY MORNING, & PASCHA ICON OF CHRIST IN THE TOMB NARTHEX $100 THE 

RINKACS FAMILY  
 HOLY FRIDAY NIGHT, HOLY SATURDAY MORNING, & PASCHA ICON CHRIST IN THE TOMB ICON STANDS ON SOLEA (2) 

$100 EACH THE RINKACS FAMILY 
 HOLY SATURDAY MORNING BAY LEAVES JIM AND STELLA SIRKS 
 PASCHA & BRIGHT WEEK EASTER LILIES FOR SOLEA AND NARTHEX $800  
 PASCHA FLOWERS FOR CHRIST ICON ON THE ICONOSTASTION $360  
 PASCHA FLOWERS FOR PANAGIA ICON ON THE ICONOSTASTION $360 THE KNECHT FAMILY 
 RESURRECTION BANNER (Saturday & Sunday) $60  
 ASCENSION FLOWERS FOR CHRIST ICON AND THE ICONOSTASION $360  
 ASCENSION ICON BOX IN NARTHEX $100  
 ASCENSION ICON BOXES ON SOLEA (2) $100 EACH  
 PENTECOST FLOWERS FOR THE HOLY TRINITY ICON ON THE ICONOSTASION $360 THE DINOS CONSTANTINE FAMILY 
 PENTECOST ICON BOX IN NARTHEX $100  
 PENTECOST ICON BOXES ON SOLEA (2) $100 EACH  

To donate towards an arrangement, please contact Stella Sirks or Joyce Yarbrough. 
STELLA SIRKS AT 407-963-5959 or ssirks@aol.com 

JOYCE YARBROUGH AT 407-782-8534 OR jlyarbrough1113@gmail.com  
FOR THESE SPECIAL FLORAL DONATIONS AND ALL LENTEN FLOWER DONATIONS, YOU MAY USE A CREDIT CARD OR MAKE 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO: PHILOPTOCHOS AND IN THE MEMO LINE ADD: PASCHA FLOWERS PLEASE CONTACT THE 
PHILOPTOCHOS TREASURER, STELLA SIRKS FOR ALL FLOWER DONATION PAYMENTS. 
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Memorial Garden Crosses

In Memory of your departed loved ones.

The Crosses will be on display during Holy Week 
In front of the New Prayer Garden by the covered walkway.

Please Þll out an order form and return to or call:

Stella Sirks - 407-963-5959

ASAP with the deadline being April 1st

Sponsored by Philoptochos

Sample

Actual Photo
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The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Ladies Philoptochos Society

“The Right Hand 
of the Church”

Committed to helping the 
unfortunate...

Become a member today!

Your Ad Here
(407) 331-4687

Your Ad Here
(407) 331-4687

Anastasia E. Jones

• estate planning
• business succession planning
• charitable gifting
• tax matters
• administration of trusts & estates

ajones@burr.com | (407) 540-6674
200 South Orange Avenue, Suite 800 | Orlando, FL 32801
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Your Ad Here
(407) 331-4687

Your Ad Here
(407) 331-4687
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Return Service Requested

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of 
Greater Orlando
1217 Trinity Woods Lane
Maitland, FL 32751


